REFLECTING ON MYTHS ABOUT PLURILINGUALISM

What do you think about this statement which summarizes the results of research on challenges in teacher training?

"... second language learning is an issue recently considered by the scientific community and has gained importance and visibility in the political and public discourses in the course of the last two years. However, this discussion is still dominated by ignorance and conflicting unfounded “myths” and is not comprehensive but rather dependent on individual initiatives or projects which find no connection to the outside community."

(Report on Teacher education Needs Analysis - NRW (p. 26) within the project European Core Curriculum for Mainstreamed Second Language Teacher Education)


There are a lot of myths about bilingualism and language learning. What do you think about the following statements? Are they right or wrong?

1. Bilingualism delays language acquisition in children.
2. Bilingual people have double or split personalities.
3. Bilingual people are also bicultural.
4. Mixing languages is a sign of laziness in bilingual people.
5. If parents want their children to grow up bilingual, they should use the one-person, one-language approach.
6. Bilingual people are born translators.

Choose two of the statements and give some reasons why they are wrong or right.

Compare your perspective with the statements of Grosjean or Tracy.


[bookmark: _GoBack]

'REFLECTING ON MYTHS ABOUT PLURILINGUALISM

Wt doyou ek ot s sttemen wich suimarces e
T8RS of st on chabanges i oo 1aIG?

. socondanguage eaming s anssu ecedly considored by
o iontc cammanty on has ganed morance and bty
e s gl oo b o oo s
s Howavar, 4% dscusion s S comied by rsncs and

necion 5 corioecommnty”

There e ot of myth oot gl and guage
earin Wt 00 Yo i o owing Smns? e
ey o wong?

Bl dlays angagn acuisioninchidrn,

S e ol e el
Bl bl o o s

Moo anquage .5 f @iessn bilgua pecpe

parrs ot i chren 0 Gow up LA, ey

Sk U ho ot garson ore nuage apsch

5. Binguat poopl re b anslrs.

(Ghoosewo o e atmerts nd v soma eascns why ey
o o

‘Comporsyourporspaciv wi e saamons o Grosjoan o
T



